
City Commission Meeting
November 21, 2016

The City Commission of the City of Canyon met in regular session at 5:30 p.m. in the City
Commission Chambers of the Civic Complex. Mayor Alexander presided over the meeting with
the following Commissioners in attendance. Mayor Pro-Tem Gary Hinders, Commissioners
David Logan, Justin Richardson and Joseph Shehan.

Also present were the following City Staff: City Manager Randy Criswell, Assistant City Manager
Chris Sharp, City Secretary Gretchen Mercer, Assistant City Manager for Special Projects Jon
Behrens, Director of Code Enforcement Danny Cornelius, Public Works Director Dan Reese,
Director of Parks and Recreation Brian Noel, and City Attorney Chuck Hester.

Item   1. Call to Order.

Mayor Alexander called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m.

Item   2. Invocation.

Mayor Alexander gave the invocation.

Item   3. Pledge of Allegiance.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Riley Snelson, a 5th grader at Canyon Intermediate School,
Katelyn Roberts, a 6th grader at Canyon Intermediate School, and Ta’Leeyah Glynn, a 6th grader
at Canyon Intermediate School.  

Item   4. Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of November 7, 2016.

Commissioner Logan moved, duly seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Hinders, to approve the minutes
of November 7, 2016 as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Item   5. Public Comment – Comments from In Interested Citizens.

No comments were made.

Item   6. Consider  and  Take  Appropriate  Action  on  Presentation  from  Mobilitie,  Regarding
Request to Install Communication Towers Within Public Right-of-Ways.

City Manager Randy Criswell presented a request from Mobilitie to install communication towers
within the city’s street and alley right-of-ways. Mr. Criswell said the City does have a process for
a Specific Use Permit that begins with the Planning and Zoning Commission who makes a
recommendation to the City Commission for a final decision, but these are generally for towers
placed on private property. Mr. Criswell said Mobilitie wants to use street and alley right-of-ways
and not private property. Mr. Criswell said this was a “policy” decision and these are the types of
decisions the Commission needs to make. Whatever is done will set the policy going forward.
Mr. Criswell stated there will be more tower requests in the future, so this is an important policy
decision. Mr. Criswell introduced Mike Arismendez with Mobilitie who made a short presentation
for their request.  
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After discussion, Mayor Alexander directed staff to look for available policies dealing with
communication towers knowing there will be more requests to come, and for Mobilitie to research
possible alternatives for communication towers to be placed on current structures within the City
of Canyon.  

Item   7. Consider  and  Take  Appropriate  Action  on  Request  from  Mark  Hughes,  Owner  of
Ranch Hand Apartments, To Provide City Water to an Outside City Limits Customer.

City Manager Randy Criswell presented a request to purchase water from the City of Canyon for
an apartment development outside the city limits from the property owner Mark Hughes. Mr.
Criswell said it has always been the policy of the City of Canyon not to provide water to “outside
city limit” properties. Mr. Criswell said property owners along the transmission line from the
Umbarger Well Field were given a one-time opportunity to connect to city water when the line was
constructed. Since then there have been no taps allowed outside the City Limits. Mr. Criswell
introduced Mark Hughes and he addressed the Commission. Mr. Hughes stated his Ranch Hand
Apartments were located west of Canyon and inside the ETJ. Mr. Hughes said the apartments
provide rural living for West Texas A&M University students and supplied water via four (4)
private wells. Mr. Hughes said the TCEQ recently informed him that he would have to become a
Public Water Supply system. Mr. Hughes said he currently had 46 units with a goal of 100 and it
has been a successful venture. He stated that he had selected a location for his apartments
outside the City Limits to be less expensive to develop. He also said he has retained consultants
from Austin to assist him in this process, and they recommended that he contact the City prior to
moving forward with any other option. He stated he would have to spend at least $400,000 to
become a Public Water System, and monthly costs of maintaining that system would be great.
He asked if the City would consider selling him water, saying he had already received a price
from a local contractor of $100,000 to connect to the City’s system at Brown Road and bring
water to him.  

After discussion, Mayor Alexander directed Mr. Hughes to meet with City Manager Randy
Criswell and Director of Public Works Dan Reese to discuss possible options.

Item   8. Consider  and  Take  Appropriate  Action  on  Resolution  No.  19-2016  in  Opposition  to
Revenue Caps and Legislative Interference with Local Services. 

City Manager Randy Criswell presented Resolution No. 19-2016 for consideration.  

After discussion, Commissioner Logan moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Richardson to
adopt Resolution No. 19-2016 as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

RESOLUTION NO. 19-2016
A LOCAL RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO REVENUE CAPS AND
LEGISLATIVE INTERFERENCE WITH LOCAL SERVICES.
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Item   9. Consider  and  Take  Appropriate  Action  on  Recommendation  from  Parks  Committee
on Name for new Aquatic Center. 

Parks and Recreation Director Brian Noel presented a recommendation from the Parks and Open
Space Committee for the name of the new Aquatic Center. Mr. Noel said the Parks and Open
Space Committee met November 3, 2016 and considered a number of names received by email
generated through the city website and Facebook. Mr. Noel said the Parks and Open Space
Committee settled on “Canyon Aqua Park” and that was their recommendation to the City
Commission. Commissioners asked if there was an alternate recommendation for consideration.
Mr. Noel said no, the Committee was encouraged to present 2-3, but the committee settled on
this one. Commissioners expressed a concern that this name was not as appealing as some
might have been. However, Mayor Alexander expressed appreciation to the committee and their
hard work and commended them on a good job. Mayor Alexander stated he would like to see
some graphic representations and logos of what this would look like as soon as possible.  

After discussion, Commissioner Shehan moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Logan to
accept the recommendation of the Parks and Open Space Committee to name the Aquatic
Center “Canyon Aqua Park”. Motion carried with Mayor Alexander and Mayor Pro-Tem Hinders
voting against.

Item 10. Consider  and  Take  Appropriate  Action  on  Recommendation  from  Parks  Committee,
Establishing Usage Fees and Hours of Operation for New Aquatic Center. 

Parks and Recreation Director Brian Noel said the Parks and Open Spaces Committee met and
voted to present the proposed hourly schedule and fee schedule for the new Aquatic Center.
Mayor Pro-Tem Hinders stated he hoped to see a bigger benefit for residents of the city who are
paying taxes on the Aquatic Center. Commissioners felt the season passes should reflect a
higher price for non-residents of the City of Canyon. Assistant City Manager for Special Projects
Jon Behrens said the proposed pricing would cover all operational costs if the attendance was as
projected.  

After discussion, Commissioner Logan moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Richardson to
approve the hours and fees as recommended by the Parks and Open Space Committee.

Mayor Pro-Tem Hinders moved to amend the motion made by Commissioner Logan to include “to
increase non-residents pass fees by $100 and non-resident family pass fees by $200.
Commissioner Logan denied the amendment. 

The original motion made by Commissioner Logan and seconded by Commissioner Richardson
was again considered, and failed with Mayor Alexander, Mayor Pro-Tem Hinders and
Commissioner Shehan voting against.

Mayor Pro-Tem Hinders moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Logan to table the
recommendation from the Parks and Open Spaces Committee on the hours and fees for the new
Aquatic Center allowing them to revisit the fees.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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Item 11. Executive  Session  Pursuant  to  Texas  Government  Code  §551.071  Consultation  with
Attorney,  §551.072  Deliberation  Regarding  Real  Property  and  §551.074  Personnel,
Appointments  to  Boards  and  Committees  (Board  of  City  Development;  Canyon  Area
Library Board; Canyon Housing Authority; Construction Advisory and Appeals   Board;
Main    Street    Advisory    Board;    Parks,    Open    Space,    and    Recreation    Advisory
Committee; Planning and Zoning Commission; and Zoning Board of   Adjustment).

Mayor Alexander indicated the Commission would adjourn into executive session at 7:50 pm.

Item 12. Consider and Take Appropriate Action on Items Discussed in Executive Session.

Upon returning from executive session at 8:24 pm, the following action was taken.

Commissioner Shehan moved, duly seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Hinders to appoint Bonnie
Pendleton to replace outgoing member Anita Adair on the Canyon Area Library Board, and to re-
appoint Nola Hopkins and Melissa Wright for another term.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Logan moved, duly seconded by Mayor Alexander to re-appoint Nolan Brown and
Lyndon Johnson to the Construction Advisory and Appeals Board.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Richardson moved, duly seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Hinders to appoint Kevin
Friemel, Kelsey Ward, and Janna Wartes to fill the expired terms of Joe Rodriguez, John Crozier,
and Buster Ratlilff on the Canyon Main Street Advisory Board.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Mayor Pro-Tem Hinders moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Richardson to re-appoint Stuart
Sutton, Mary Clare Munger and Howard Morris to the Parks, Open Space, and Recreation
Advisory Committee.  Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Shehan moved, duly seconded by Mayor Alexander to re-appoint John Pletcher,
Bobbie Jo Krutsch and Laurie Sharp to the Planning and Zoning Commission. Motion carried
unanimously. 

Commissioner Logan moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Richardson to re-appoint Charles
Robinson, Joan Van Doren, and Pat Williams to the Zoning Board of Adjustment. Motion carried
unanimously. 

Item 13. Adjournment

There being no further business, Mayor Pro-Tem Hinders moved this meeting be adjourned at
8:27 pm.

                           ______________________________
                           Quinn Alexander, Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________
Gretchen Mercer, City Secretary


